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SUNDAY OF HOPE

WHY WAITING IS CRITICAL TO ADVENT?

Our culture is not very good at waiting. We see very little purpose in it instead we
are a culture that desires instant gratification. From our fast food to online
streaming, we get what we want when we want it. We get so wrapped up in our
instant gratification that we often forget the message this ‘instant culture’ is
spreading. It tells us we can have anything we want on our own terms if we put in
the effort to get it and for Christians the temptation is that we can unintentionally

begin to apply that way of thinking to our salvation as well.

ISAIAH 30:18-22

GOD Takes the Time to Do Everything Right

18 But GOD’s not finished. He’s waiting around to be gracious to you. He’s gathering strength to
show mercy to you. GOD takes the time to do everything right—everything. Those who wait
around for him are the lucky ones.'®22Oh yes, people of Zion, citizens of Jerusalem, your time
of tears is over. Cry for help and you’ll find it’s grace and more grace. The moment he hears,
he’ll answer. Just as the Master kept you alive during the hard times, he’ll keep your teacher
alive and present among you. Your teacher will be right there, local and on the job, urging you
on whenever you wander left or right: “This is the right road. Walk down this road.” (The
Message)

ISAIAH 64:1-7

Can We Be Saved?

ISAHAH 64: 6-7. Since before time began, no one has ever imagined, No ear heard, no eye seen,
a God like you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who happily do what is
right who keep a good memory of the way you work. But how angry you’ve been with us! We’ve
sinned and kept at it so long! Is there any hope for us? Can we be saved?



